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but deponent reached the shore before the shallop could overtake
him.
When he abandoned ship deponent left on board a letter addressed
to the commander of the said three vessels in which he said that if he
desired to admit the ransom of the said ship, to let deponent know at
Cuervo island, and he would redeem it. Two days later the three
corsair ships and deponent's and Bias Gonzalez's ships arrived at
Flores island, which is three leagues (p. 5) from Cuervo island, and
as soon as he saw them proceeding thither he crossed to Flores and
the general commanding the three ships, who was called John
------(P)1 wrote deponent a letter in which he earnestly entreated
deponent to go to see him, saying that he would admit ransom of his
ship. Bias Gonzalez brought this letter to deponent and returned to
the said general to arrange for the ransom of the said ship, for de-
ponent did not care to go to see him, in order not to leave His
Majesty's despatches unprotected. Bias Gonzalez arranged with the
said general for the ransom of deponent's ship and it was fixed at
three hundred and fifty ducats, which deponent paid and received
back his ship; and the general departed with his three vessels and
left behind deponent's and Bias Gonzalez's.
Bias Gonzalez told deponent that the general told him that he
had come from the coast of Jamaica and that off Puerto Rico he had
taken a ship laden with wines which had sailed from Garachico for
the Indies; and that his second in command, called Captain Thomas,
in a boat with his pilot and some men, went on shore at Cape San
Antonio to dry meat on an estate belonging to a resident of Havana,
and the owner of the cattle ranch with some Indians and men he had
with him surrounded and captured Captain Thomas (p. 6) and killed
the pilot, but the rest escaped to the ship in the boat. He said that
Captain Thomas was a prisoner in Havana where, when deponent
left, the governor was holding him for delivery to General don Juan
de Guzman to bring to Spain.
While deponent with his ship, and Bias Gonzalez with him, lay
at anchor at Flores, two days after the three French ships had left,
an English ship of fifty tons and a pinnace arrived and came upon
Bias Gonzalez's ship while the crew were on shore getting water.
They took it out and carried it off with them and then attacked
deponent's ship. Deponent had taken refuge under the guns of a
bulwark in that island. Nevertheless, without any fear of the battery
and without its being able to damage them, the English boarded
deponent's ship and looted it. Because when he went ashore with
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